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MRS FISRE AND HER NEW PLAY

MM If I OF MAGDALA EFFECTIVE
OX TlIK STACK

Iaul Ilexei Work onipirr l With Othrra
on the Same Thrmr Mrs Ilikeii
Impersonation llackrtl In The
Crl li Irnpriideiiec t the Empire

And among them was one
turned her head with that movement a
flower hnn stirred by a breeze Her
eyes were sultrydarkened with Mlhlum on
her chopk won the pink of tho Hoaitholl aid
her lips made ono vonnlllon rhyme

was oval and rather Email and though
lxnutlful as victory the wonder of

her eyes which looked the haunts of hopo
fulfilled thn wonder of her mouth which
Deemed to promlie mom than mortal mouth
could give were In her hair which
was not orange nor fl sin but a blending of
twin

Tho man who watched this beautiful
was tall and hinewy with the

fotnultncsH of tho Dear God he
muttered it would the birth-
day of my llfo

All this was at a circus given by Herod
Antlpas Tetrarch of Galileo It was writ
tea by an artist Mr Edgar Saltus who wo
born to wear tho jmrplo of French or
Italian prone rather than the drab anil
cautious mantle of our soberer mother
tongue Sow the Mary Magdalen of
Edgar Saltua in as superior to the Mary
Mrglalcn of Paul Hoyso as J Hoyse ploy
to say Hall Cnlnos futile melodrama
Hut tho American author has not seen fit
to mako over his halfforgotten novel it B-

out of print and twelve yonr old into R ploy
HO we must bo content with Mrs FiskiV-
offering at the Manhattan Tlieatre

And a very enjoyable play it Is despite
the absence of exulted literary merit Paul
Heyso is not a genius Few modern Ger-

man men of letters are Sudermann has un-

usual gfft both nnnoveliit and dramatist
ho learned the technique of thu latter from
the French and Ibwn Ibsen who was
himself a student of and Du-

mas flls even Sudennann can hardly
be called a man of commanding genius
It Is his Dutchlike fidelity In the olwerva
tion of manners new grouping of events
and the sheer brilliancy with which
forces to a triumphant i ue from his thesis
that compel our admiration

Brains PIM n poetic temperament and
that incommensurable something called
genius we find in Uauptmann not In Suder
mann or in the halfcrazy Strindberg
literary Anarchist and misogynist Hey

to tho middle years of tho pAt
century the turbid hour of Romanticism
of SchumAnn wymphonics Kaulbaehs
gigantic distorted frescos tho

canvases of Cornelius
extravagant piano playing and the
ronsumlnR Irony of Heine th last of the
Romantics the first of the realictw-

Hyw could not ofcnpi tho color of his
He was born a Romantic lived one
one Ilk novel nhl golden

of youth when every man was a
except the chosen Sons of Light his novel

The Children of the World stirred the
pulse of generation It Is still read by
spinsters with tender foul in modest Dres-
den permions To a much later period is
tie play Mary of Magdala hut roman-
ticism perches on lt banners the romantic

of Chateaubriands Mar-
tyrs the romanticUrn with a flavor of
wntlmentallty wiporaided that informs
the sonorous and trumpeting phrases of

Kalammbd They nil come from Ch-
ateaubriandpaid the aged Jupiter of Weimar
about tho period when scarlet waistcoats
bombastic blank verse flashing rapiers
mysterious domlno ofi sighs strange
oaths and dangerous broke
out over the map of artistic apd literary
Paris like a sublimated rash

The two or three big poets dramatists
like Robert Hamerllng I do LMo
Edgar Quinet could never catch the ear of
tho great public though theirs Is the original
cave of historical archaeological
and dramatic treasures which IH rifled by
men of lessor power of Invention Thewj

to select signal uxamplcx have dealt
themes in a masterly manner

They hung no stray flaunted
no tawdry rhetorical banners upon the walls
of their maswlve structures They built
solidly enduringly Heyso has not Ins

Mary of Migdah Is effective In stagy
craft and jut here it mast not lx for-
gotten that an American manager
with modern notions haw been busy
tho oldfashioned rdlllce ami his psy-
chology is rather fhallow To call it a
great would IKJ overshooting tIm mark
of the superlative It U an admirable not-
ing play especially in tho American version
It affords rnnny opportunities for pict-

uresqtio emljulllshmants anti these oppor-
tunities have laen mado much of In tho
Manhattan Tlwolre

Who was Mary of Mnxdnn Edgar
Salt us tells UK but only a Philip Halo
could give us chapter and verse nod detail
the list of stories ana poems
arid plays that hao clustered about tho
wcman with the centuries
wroto a speclos of secular oratorio on tho
themeand the lady has been painted lying
at full length In Innumerable dusky forests
with weaving white arms blond hair
bluo roles in company with sinister skull
hourglasses nnd Ironbound melancholy
books j crhaps tho ironbound melancholy
volumes of Magi written of by Edgar

Poo
sho U resurgent In religion iw In art

Her name like endures a by-
word through tIme ages howtehles
charity am named after her Sho seems to
have stemmed from noble Sho was a
Syrian redhaired AH Is the her father
Theudas a astrap her mother Kucharla
a descondant of kings Thus the Snltiiii
table of llirago

Early Christian gossip lias it that Magdala
was tho nom of her fathers castle
that who derived her nnmo becnuso or n city
located on the eat of Oen-

ncoratli Tlio art l Magdala nlgnl-
fles a castellated erath was
known as tho Coawt of Towers pious
credulous hcribes assert But comes an
agnostIc named Smith wIns declares in his

Dictionary of tho Bible that tho namn
of Magdala docs not really exist In tho
Bible It is found In the received Clreok
toil and In the authorized version of
Matthew xv 30 only hut tho chief manu-
scripts antI versions exhibit tho tmmo as
Magadan By time JOWH tho word
Mtgaddela Ls usod to denote a person who
platted hnlr a practice much it uso among
women of leone character Therefore a
Magadelon connoted In those days exactly
what IL clofn now WH recall Sir
Arnolds Korfieoub discrlption of Magdatine-

n he calls her and tho lines duvotiil to
this Queen of Sin-

I In oil tills land txlilc l uur l

ho UrslJjrt her hair buries way

Ueyen leaves no doubt as to the character
5f his Magdala Sims is Inn within
jervoul works tIme Pale leaven of
To

rejientaiioeT-

o Nleltbche who loathed the word re
Ciitnnco lu bomothlni Infinitely degrad
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lag to mankinds freedom of will this
softening of the womans heart would have
boon but further evidence of further de-

generation To repent Is to deny life he
would have affirmed Certainly there is
something cf the subllmo in the unregen
eratc prldo of Miltons lost angel The
female penitent suggests ever the plastic
poso so lear to the artificer of tho footlights
It is hard to bsllovo in ultimate aincerlt lc
To tho theatregoer tho repenting sinner Is
a favorite device She Incomes for tho
weeping women In the orchestra a symbol
a sort of spiritual scapegoat for their own
peccadillos And refreshed In spirit their
meek little slims scabbarded over Sunday
they pour out into the streets into chosen
retreats where with lh aid of tea they
discuss their dearest foe and botanize on
thu grave of her shattered reputation
Verily the Magdaltn hath her uses When
quite reformed this sinnersaint can I

offensive for her attitude is that of one
who goes about carrying upon her pug-
nacious shoulder tho chip of chattily

As to tIme muchdiscussed assumption of
Mrs Fiske wo may only say that this v r

vlbrntllo woman always selects purl
she seems to possess no tem-

peramental or physical aptitudes Then to
demonstrate this victory of art over mind
and mutter she proceeds to pin whatever
she has out to do We all exclaimed
raising aloft incredulous hands when Tens
was announced Yet Mrs Flsko gave us
a Tc not Hurdys but her own
stubborn reading For that matter time

play was Riot Hardys either The spark-
ling creature we called Minnie Maddorn
shades of Fojgs F rryl did not
potentialities for Ibsen yet her
H more memorubln achievement than her

FrouFrou Consult thin list of plays she
hulLs appeared in since the frisky days
of farcecomedy you will fluid Mrs
Fiske trying ever for the big note the note
not naturally in her compass but somehow
or other sounding it before she relinquishes-
a role

Her U nis salient rather than seductive
She Is often disenchanting In her eyes
are the shaHows of regret Judas disap-
pointed her Pianos disgusted her the
tlmo was for ler soul to seek tho higher
lifo It In the guise of a godman
Edgar Saltus with psychologic audacity-
and profound insight deplete as
loving the Messiah It is a
yet tho of a woman who worshipped
while For this Judas betrays
his M Inter and It is this motive that makes
tho Snltus novel strong and It Is lie ab
wnoo that weakens the cellblllty of the
Heyse drama

Hut that way lies blasphemy earl blas-
phemy alleged or real do not rhyme
with box office Mrs Flakes manager

wise In keeping to blasted political
and Ideals as the springboard for

of

There is no doubt that the occasional
Inelasticity and lack of rhythm In Mrs
Flikos Impersonal Ion the first night will be
corrected She burrows her way Into
a character until by superior mimicry it
Incomes flesh of her flesh We all re-

member how tall she seemed toward the
end of the Tttt season She will end in
Illudlng us w ith a Wary who if not a volupt-
uous courtesan which is not the Idea of
Heys will he a woman whose taco Is an
Incarnate desire Tho playing of the rOle
In tho modern key Is not an unpardonable
offence It is to be commended not con-
demned Perfeiril elocution Is deadly
even In a play full of spouting purple
lines Mrs Flsks know this knew that
the danger line was near and avoided it
She Is best at the close of the fourth and
fifth acts though modulation of charac-
ter begins before the first act closes

Mr Tyrone Power deserves a volume of
praise though churchmen may look askance
nt his sympathetic Investiture of the be-

trayers character Ills Is a task to
overcome than Mrs Fiskes Ho Is dynamic
sho is all suppression renunciation Mr
Woodruff has been lauded and rightfully
No need now to dwell upon the splendors
of tIme rmV n n upon the really artistic
lighting of the naturalism of the stage
mobs upon thu general brilliancy of cos-

tumes and music This is a feature
Tho Parsifal mimic fits the scheme
of timings And It is curious to note that
Wagner Is th latterday progenitor of this
combination of scenic effects music that
follows the curves of speech and action-
of themes that are half myth half real
Armand Eugene Morand and
Gabriel Plerne attempted such a synthesis-
of lights odors verse music pictures and
tragic motives In Izeyl

Robert Louis Stevenson In the seldom
read seldomquoted essay on the technical
elements of style calls Macaulay nn In

comparable dauber Ills reasons for this
sevevn upon the
pet manner of Micaulays prose need not de-

tain now It is the phrase that will stick
until the historians J w ZeAlander mourn-
fully coniomphtes Londons vanished
glories And It is also a phrase that rises
to ones lips after witnessing with weary
eyes after hearing with stunned ears the
kind of melodrama that masquerades ns
tragedy the cheap heroics of sin that stalk
about In tho virtue Charles IAmb

of books that are not books and so
am there plays that are not plays but
medleys of other mens Ideas
from tho pot dramatic withal genuine
pollsters Need wo name them executed
an they are by Incomparable daubers
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James Is rot a particularly
magnetic actor nor a plastic one but he
can play a part that suits his unyielding
spine nnd carved profllo tti rcrfictlon-
Htcphtn Dricc Is that part He Is cur
priggish friuicl In Winston Churchills
wooden novel The CrlMo possibly called
so Ucuuse no human rid blood circulates-
in hook which is n hrrclc of fiction
tuned in thin key of history drama-
tization hue it haves the chief currents
of tho novel Is really an improvement-
It Is at Wnllacks and is enjoying public
approval It should It Is full of political
pills for pink piople Is crammed with
pathos and humor of tho cocolled Southern
variety though fow Southerners will ac-
knowledge to tho truth of this variety
anti it exhibit Msvernl liitertMlng situations
It MiggtMs a dozen plays of flit Ala-

bama Fair Hcbel Shennndcah
It in full of smiling pouting girls who flirt
and dunce on tie lawn l Colonial
mansion while fireflies Hit and jealousy
love and political hatrtd urn abroad in the
land

The comedy i li iui iU l crude though
laughterbreeding Act HI Is most
uxcltlng its hysterical patriotic mlws
strumming und screaming Dixie whllu
bullets purctunto inuslo Is very fetch-
ing Mr Hackctt has an excellent com-
pany an excellent play un excellent rOle
Charlottt Walker Is a valuable nld as grace
ill Virginia After all It is tho
handsome hunt dominates
limo piece Like thu bii rl Dclmar in
Sentimental Education Mr Huckett

could quill a riot by merely turning that
claitsla profile of hums to the mold

Imprudence by 11 V Esmond is
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likely to be a longlived attraction at the
Empire unless Mr Frohmnn wills other-
wise It a wholly delightful comedy
sometimes verging on farce but enter-
taining ever The story is improbable

development slight its execution falter-
ing at times but the characterization la

capital and the situations full of humor u
not exactly of a high ethical quality Bright
lines abound and there Is a happy atmos-
phere that la quite refreshing after the
anil raptures of DAnnunzio the Bites and
anguors of Heyse Mr Favereham returns
more Faversliam thau over a desirable
quality in lib case Hiss keyboard is re-

stricted to n row notes within tho octave
he them with u clear sincerity Mr

has contrived his play for a clever
company It is ably Interpreted even
such a remarkable character actor an W H
Thompson playing a small part like Junk-

ittrick And how ho plays it It is abso-

lutely brimming over with vitality
Wt have often doubted the wisdom of Mr

Fnihtnan in wasting such a man a Mr
Thompson in Ineffectual parts but it is
just jwssiblo small consolation to the
artist in question ihat if the little char-

acters are adequately lntrprot the big
ones will take care of themselves
hay Davis a of fragrant per-

sonality and delicate proved a
cha rmli ig surprise Sho a
taint of the realism beloved of the ruder
order of naturalistic and the
posBisfccs Individuality and charm That
shim can sound the deeper tragic
pathos those who have seen In Lon-

don know well As Mi Marr she has a
wholly appropriate character to portray
and x rmyn Its archmts wit maidenly
scorn and tenderness fcho does most In-

evitably With such redoubtablo women
as Jeflrey Ixwisal diverting Hilda
Sjxjiig itorglo Dlckbon Mrs Sol Smith and
Helen Lowell and such excellunt men aa
Charles Harbury who seems to have re
juvenatod himwlf and iiis art Richard
Iktuiett Julian LEstrange Joseph
c oj Jond Wallace Erekioe thin
bound to be a success not to mention its
many own merits

To those desiring an acquaintance with
the real Rome not the Rome of Zolo or
the Romo of Hall Caine The Conquest-
of Rome by Matllde Sorao U earnestly
recommended It contains more genuine
tragedy comedy and humanity than a
bushel of plays on tho eternal theme And
this novel IB n scorching commentary
upon shallow French English and Ameri-

can romancers and melodrainatiBts who
attempt with kodak and with notebook
to trap the majesty and mystery of Rome
and thus photograph and pencil their way
to fame and fortune

Ohl these thick dramatlutlonr of thin
when will they end When will

plays be written for the stage by men
who know the stage When will our
playwrights go for Inspiration to the Eng-

lish classics to the golden age of seven
dramatists and purge

their vision enfeebled by tinkering with
novels never meant for the footlights
Tho public Is less blind than many are
fain to believe It only awaits the strong-
man to follow him when he appears When

JAMES UUNEKER

The Brooklyn Theatres
John Drew will The Mummy and

the Humming week at tho Mon

tauk Theatre

Kyrl Bellow IB engaged at the Arnphlon
this wtek In A Gentleman of

Under the Red Robe Is to be the attrac
tion at the Columbia

at Corse

For Fair Virginia at the Gotham

A Ragged Hero at the Park

My Lady Nell at

The New South at the Bijou

Sky Farm at tho Grand Opera House

Vaudeville at Hyde A Behmans

Time Chaperons nt the Folly

Parisian Widows at the Star

Burlesque at the Gayety

Vaudeville at time Orpheum

Concerts tonight at Hyde Behmans
nnd the Columbia

First Week of the Opera
The regular season of opera In French

Italian and German will begin at tho Metro-
politan Opera House tomorrow night
The opening opera will bo Verdis Otello
with Albert Alvarez In the title rOle Mme
Famps as Dtudtmona Mme Homer as
Emilia and Mr Seoul as logo On Wednes-
day evening Mme Sembrlch will make

ns Kofina In Rossinis II Barblcrc
dl Slvlglla Messrs Snllgnao Carnpanarl-
Glllbert and Edouard do Reszku will also
be In the cast

On Thanksgiving night an extra per
formnnco will bo given the opera being
VerdlH I la with Mines Eames and
Homer Messrs dn March Seoul and
Journet thin principal parts On Friday
night sung and
time Gcrnmn tenor make his debut
in the title role Mines Gndskl and Schu-
mannHnlnk and Messrs and
Id de will also

On Saturday afternoon Mme Sombrlch
will In I i Travlata with
MeMrs dn Marchl and Seoul also In tho
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east and on Saturday evening Carmen
will I offered with Seygard Miss
Scull Me sra Alvarez antI In tho
lending roles

Notes or Mimic Rvrntf
The hit of DAnlrl Kronmin1 rnncfrti

Mrtnjxiliun Opera Houie will take
The xor Ktiurrt will be Shnnnah Cummlnj no-

prstyj And Owllym MHn hiryionc Time Peoplri-
Choml Union wilt supply a chorui of toe volcri
The prlnelpil mimbf he Max Drucas rantato

Fair Mien TM li a short number and the or
cheitrs under Wilier Dnmrovli will play several
luau tad the soljlsti and chotu will be heard In
other scleetloni

The PhllndflphU Orrheitra will gIve In nr t-

roneert In this elt on Wednevlay nitht at Carnegie
Hull The soloist will he Mark Homhoure pianist
who will play the Ttthalkotvaky II nat minor con

frcdcrlc lamondi sorond recital will take
plier at Mendflvohn Hall on Tuesday afternoon at
3 oflock He will play composltloni by Htuhnn-
tleethoven Schubert Chopin Schumann Ilnbtn
steIn and Liszt

Venlhs ooni cycle Hiawatha will be
given on Friday afternoon at McndeKvilm Halt
Ulllin Pray iMhrl lloulnn John Youne sail
Julian Walker will tnt

The Kneliel Quartet will five the tnt concert-
of IM eleventh cMon In thli city nt Mendehiohn
Hull on Tuwday evening with the aid of OMl-
pOabrllowltth pianist Tho proirimme con
sisid of vcini tr quartet In C sliarp minor opui
17 Arrnikyj I minor trio tar piano sail Mrlnss
and llrrlhovcns C minor quartet opus IS

The ore of Innk Damrosehi Youn Peoples
Symphony concerts will take place at Carnegie
Hall nn Siturdiy afternoon The orchestra will
phy overturn to iur anthe the ballet
from Orpheus and Schuberts March Mtlllatre
0 p iabrllowltxch pianist will play Ihe second
ami third movements of Chopins I minor con
eerie and a by Ilrahtns flat and Hubln-
Mem

alibI

10
pIano

Carl

pIe

will

the musIc
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ORATORIO AND THE OPERA

TlIK IIFVIVAL OF MEXDELS-
SOUSS ST PALI

A Coiisldcratlon of the Vltsllty if
the Oratorio Masters or
It Now IhlnK The Opening or
Regular Inter Season or

The revival of Mendelssohns St Paul
was the most Interesting musical occurrence
of a week not barren of attractions No
thoughtful lover of oratorio could have
failed to wonder that this music was not
heard mores frequently Tho chief beauty-
of tho oratorio form is Its contrast between
solo nnd chorus Its value as a typo lies
In the opportunities It provides for the
employment of great masses of voice
Only oratorio and cantata furnish a concert

for the great chorus which IB a otenl
in musical art Abundant testimony-

his been given as to the effect of nanny
voices singing together oven in unison-
St Augustine records that hU first hearing
of tho Ambroslan chant moved him to team
and who la there today who Cant hear un

singing of many children Add
and contrapuntal effects

and you have grand choral architecture
There are not a few writers however

who contend thai the oratorio form has
outlived Its usefulness Their argument is
that its dramatic pretensions are absurd
How foolish It is they say for a in
evening dross to up and
of the words of Elijah or Paul anti then sit
down while a soprano arises and endeavors-
to utter some sentiments appropriate to the
occasion alter which a hugs chorus
Into a pjean of something or other

Nothing is easier than to ridicule an
art All that one needs to do U to

to the symbolism which is
the foundation of all art Demand a literal
view of the painted scenery In a theatre
and Shakespeare becomes infantile Re-

fuse to regard opera as a form of the poetic
drama and the singing become a species
of mild Insanity Decline to accept tho
process of rrtlucilon employed in ordinary
pictures and palming U foolish

But those who make tints kind of argument
against the oratorio as a form do not realize
that the pursuit of their linn of reasoning-
to lu logical conclusion would furnish the
most substantial support of the timing to
which they object If the lack of Illusion-
In an art form is to bo offered as a reason
for Its abolition then time oratorio should
survive both opera and drama because
it uses less symbolism than either and
stands morn nearly upon the plane of poetry
which Imagination alone

Tho chief trouble with tho oratorio to
day Is not that It has outlived Its early
mission but that It Is destitute of master
exponents Tho music of tho end of the
nineteenth century was de tittle It
was of the flesh and thE passions It had
not a jot or a tittle of the religious ab
straction of the oratorio Brahms It Is

true wrote a German Requiem and that
work will live at least in the records of
the time Dvoiak wrote a requiem too
hut tho shadows of The
and St Iudamllla were over It The
profound tones of religious conviction never
sounded In it

Edgar TInol Franciscus was another
of the late nineteenthcentury essays in
oratorio but what a carnal festival of
naked tones Here was a frenzied orgy of
orchestral tints a passionate dramatiza-
tion of the fleshly sensations of a saint
before sainthood had touched him An
oratorio surcharged with
erotism and made of music as pious-

as that of the final scenic
No the salvation of tho form was not to
bo found In that

Gounod tried his hand nt oratorio Hiv-
ing kissed nil the Marguerite who prom-

enaded through Faust at tho Grand Opera
and having soiled his lingers with tho
Weldon woman he like the sated Liszt
turned religious mystic In hU old ngo and
wrote n Redemption
There is an oratorio that would pleas
even tIme patrons of the Metropolitan with
its theme of Fausts yearning for youth
labelled the Redeemer motive and its march-
to Calvary recalling In every measure tInt
tinselled cortege in La Heine de Saba

In England make oratorios
just as they make other
wares Thoy have tIme Handel and Mendels-

sohn lasts in tho British Museum correctly
labelled arid they have a royal training
school for muMcal shoemakers English
composers are graduated In classes and
England expects every man of thorn to
do his duty Handel lived for years In

England ho filed thor Mendelssohn
visited the country copiously Ho

a Scotch symphony wrote onu
masterpieces Elijah for tho Bir-

mingham festival In every British mu-

sicians household Is reared an altar to the
memory of Handel and Mendelssohn two
Germans who made England musically
famous Every good English composer
does his duty Hn writes oratories or can-

tatas Tho festivals teem with them
Hut Hans Sachs is dead and with tho lasts
which he left these prentice hands
only cobble-

Is it wonderful then that wo have to go
hock again and again to tho works of Hand
and Mendolssohn Is It astonishing that
their admired conceptions strike us at each
repetition as unapproachable They cer-

tainly remain unapproached by nny suc-

cessors To find their peers we must go to
tho pages of tho prlnco of oratorio writers
thn old cantor of U lpslc nut the Mat-

thew Passion U time lllght of the
public imagination Its atmosphere Is too
rarefied for groundlings On tier other
hand the plaint virility of Handel anti tire
elegant fluency of Mendelssohn are easily
comprehended

But let us not scoff nt tho polish of Men-

delssohn a common custom to sneer
nt him because he was so lefUied In Isis

methods People eometlmeB speak of him
an Kipling cpoko of Stevenson
shoes ho was not worthy to unlace Thoro
is a named Louis Stevenson
who delicate mosaics In words soul

tiles out to a hair Hut Mendelssohn has
his moments of power and they are not nil
In Elijah Most of thorn are to be sure
and In no other work did ho over rise to
such height of dramatlo Intensity as In thn
sceno around thn his masterpiece

lint St Paul to bo sniffed aside
Ono may recall Schumanns record of Its
first performance In Vienna Like a
festal fire continuous chain of beauties
communicated thn composers Inspiration
to time listeners Such wealth such

power and above all such melodic
wore not expected When I counted

time public at was as numerous
as nl tho commencement nnd one must
know Vienna to know what that means
Vienna and threehourlong oratorios have
lived until now in wretched mlsilllance1
but St Paul has made all right again
What more can I say Every number
took three were encored was most
emphatic applause at the close Old Gyro
welz declared llial according to his judg-
ment this was the greatest work of modern
times Old Seyfrled said I did not hope
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to experience such an event In my latter
days-

If some composer will reveal a gift for
touch con sltlon In these days producing
ranch HO Jerusalem Thou
the Pr bets Consume Them All and

Oh Ood have Mercy Upon Me and such
choruses as lust lp or Sleepers Awake
there will bn lets talk oratorio
form having outlived lIme uefulnes But
wh n that coinnnwr comes if lie U to wrl e
upon rellgltut uj os ho mut have tie
paver f religious M ifetfacument vvliicli
Handel and Merd lKMhii had If he Is
to write on a subject tliero must

through his muMo that Illuminating
light of Christianity which Ixnils Khlert-
flrnN In St Paul If ho Is to connive
on a Jewish story ho must rhargn hi nnirle
with that cplendld majesty uf Hebraic
courage whiteIt vitalizes the pap of the

Elijah

No doubt opiinlim of opera Mn
sort which U lo take placo tomorrow
night will impwpH itself upon a largo part
of this coinmtiiit y ns the mfical event of
Vie piriod Tim truth U tint a a musical
fling the ns conducted at tlw Metro-
politan Opera lluUH greatly overrated
That then are very many person who
h ivn H genuine interest in tint perform-
ances cannot be denied Indeed ther l

every reason to be grateful that it Is M

To thcso perHorH the opera a genuine
delight hunt not nearly to great u one as it
might ittslly bn made

The truth however is that people who
do not euro at all fur rmihlo as muilc nnd
who could not by any argument orporsua
claim lio induced to attend tilt concerts of
tIme Philharmonic Society or the Knei el
Quartet hasten to tilt opvra on every
dint occasion and would not miss t for
anything short of battle murder or hudden

Not all thccn go mernly l ocaut i

opera i fashionable entertainment mid
otters time comparatively etihivo privi-
lege of house as
queens of KoHety and perhaps Ixlun-

mlitaken for them Not I in go
1caUM the hoilfo portals

sicm to be n which admit only
the wealth and beauty of the town
of them go oi ru provides n
Held for exhibition of
garments and n consltturablo portion of thu

To society women ns they are called
tho cffirs nono of temptations
In nny exaggerated form them to
go to o m is to float with thu
current which is nil that they do luring
most of their lives But
they oven them of IIUMII who to

music nay who honestlv think that
they do love assume an attitude toward

opera which is fundamentally hostile
to progress for Influence U potent
with nnny immiHlcal o wru goon

There was a time when tho was
conducted in a serious style and
although it carried on in time house
owned the nocUl dignitaries they
promulgated u dic hat wa not

result was that it was tmvur
supported with ardor by time general public

IK sure it was Gunman opera was
pretty Iwdly HUHR limit it not havo to
IM good article of opera in French
or Italian or could vo Riven
with scenery management
good orchestra good ballet Tho
interest of tha public could have been cen
tred themselves and
upon the general excellence of their per-
formance

Fashion however sledded against this
nothing about music

and who cared about it wero in
a poltlon to dictate to the remainder of

The result wept that a decision
was reached to opera with everything
ordinary except the principals to en
gago celebrated
singers

o have had time celebrated now
for santo Wo liavu an operatic
public so trained that it will not go
opera unless there are three or four of the
famous stars of the company in tho cast
and which invariably htnn whenever
tIme out hits recognition of tIme

niccs of sonutlmi singers
l hoard In new parts produces n new
opera Worm attitude-
of this toward theto

are applauded for their reputation
not for When
snug Carmen last seasons In H vocal style
which wax worse than slovenly und
to in she might
throw kisses at the tress circle she was
applauded as wildly as sho was when Silt
first to ui r once subtle devil-
ish gypsy

lien Alvarez sang Romeo rant of
tuno front beginning to OIK he was lauded
U tIme skies who are too lazy to
distinguish between sharp and rat
there not seem Maudnrd of

these worshippers of opera
singers They to RO raptures
over Jean whose were
so exclusively refinod that times

not o 1m c understood them
completely and they will ladle you out just
as ecstasy over wme other
tenor who can bawl at tIme top of his

whenever the composor mercy
writes a note

Th i timings nro not to tho benefit of
operatic art it wild however that the
manager strives manfully to time

singers of tho
highest rank Time assembled
for season Is perhaps not as strong in
tenors as cull be hut that is purely
not Mr Grains fault Ho hoe
ho t Ianisl the Italian whose clear high
voice excited Covcnt Garden last summer
Is engaged but cannot connie lucre till next
Nttson the most promising of
young German tenor could riot come tier

Miss Destlnn who has recently risen
to notice But shin nt least come nest

together with the tenor Krnus who Is
to great strides in bis art
stands thn present comjviny Is ei e-

cIallv strong In sopranos
who Is to como

later In time season Nordlca Indskl Atlantis
anti SchelT impresario i prepared
for anything So let go on
tIme scenIc storm and before tho

time Let UH hear
this splendid Inspiration of the

old Let UH

Men to humor of that mas-
terly Ko lni Let us hear

of tho Egyptian tnitnpets rind
thud death wall of 0 lerrn t UH

coo the Brabantlan noblcn gather rind watch
thin coming of time SchwnnncnHlttor whoso
name must not be askwl All thing
havo wo neon heard before All
people wo MVM nnd heard before

will bo n now warranted
genuine Dresden Oh rapture

W HrNnEnsox

are no musical instruments
so and favorably
known as those by the

of ex-

perience show a total of 350000
Instruments

are

P-
ianosare

made with tha same care and
fidelity as Organs and are

Pianos rondo at a moder
ate price Write F tey Ware
room fth Ave and 17th St N
Y for catalogue or call and tee
our elaborate holiday stock
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PIANOLA was
so etery one

could play the piano
Tht PIANOLA U amplifier of or adjunct to the
It is n t mechanical except as the best mu ciini
It separates the techniqu from ih rxprei 5 n-

It docs al the hard mechanical drudging work sad
performer tree to express his individuality

There arc probably one million useless pianos in this country

that are not opened more than three or four times a year

and then they are opened for sonic visiting indifferent player who
after years of instruction plays but a less pieces and thou not ac-

curately
you are the owner of one of these pianos there are juH

two things to do
is to sell the piano and buy something useful

The other is to buy a and get the music out of
the piano

We cannct all hive PadcrewsUs or Hofmanns or Carrefios in

our family hem the PIANOLA can and does do everything that

the best musicians can do
Any one can play upon his piano with the aid of a PianoU

whether or not he knows one note from another
There is to done but to control the expression-

All the mechanical part is attended to by the PIANOLA
Ths repertory great musicians averages fifty to one

hundred compositions There are at available for the

PIANOLA 8116 selections and about two hundred new

are added ch month
The PIANOLA is the most practical investment the ow

of a could possbly make

IT IS AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

The cost of the Pianola is 250 Purchasable by monthly

piymenti

The remarkable lilt of ihoit who hire taken 4r nUe of
thil way of piii the piano it ctiuinly sign fiunt Those who

lute not over the list of royal patrcni published in the cur

rent magazines would do well to do to In many tvity-
mrmker of the royal family hat become the owner of an

addtien to the phenomenally large percentage of the nobility

15he Aeolian CompanyAEO-
LIAN HALL 362 5th Ave near 34th St
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THEATRES AT THANKSGIVING

PIn TltlXCS TO CHOOSK fffOV-

ir vir PLAYHOUSES

Audrey to He the Novelty or the Week
With Eleanor Itotxon the Heroine

images In rurrcnt productions
New racra In of the Companies

The theatres are entering auspiciously
upon what promises to be a season of un
precedenttxl fortune Already sev-
eral of time new havo established a
hold upon public favor that assures them
of long acceptance here and a few of the
plays that were not new when the season
began have returned to find a fresh wel

lime dramatization of Mary John
story Audrey will bo the principal

novelty tomorrow night being presented-
for tho first time at tho Madison Square
Theatre Eleanor llobson will have the

rOe and SoliD Johnson and James E
will be such in tho company with

her

James K Hackett has demonstrated that
Winston Churchills novel The Crisis
him in It the qualities which make a good
play Tho stirring Incidents of this war
lime drama been followed with in-

tense intcrcHt by the at Wai
larks Mr Hackuttn Stephen Urice Id

finely conceived and admirably acted

Imprudence has brought a lot of old
favorites amid ono n w one Miss Fay Davis
to tho Empire along with Mr Faventham
the star in this Esmond comedy Tho fun
In it Is rich and plentiful Hilda Spring
does a fine bit of the of a
olduuhaJrid adventuress

The Eternal City will continue to be pro
ducod at tho Victoria Miss Viola Allen aa
Roma him received a warns greeting from
her runny friends The
every night

No mom wholesome comedy been
teen In New York for many a than
Clyde Fitchs The Stilbbornn of Coral
dine In which Mary Mannering in achiev-
ing n remarkable triumph nt the Oarrlck
TIme piny moves merrily from time act-
on shipboard to tho final scene
lies ClcntMintH conduct

Ethel Barrymore At this Savoy Is coming
bravely to the end of lien second month in

anti A Country Motifee and
there is no abatement of the Interest whichthe ontertulnments have aroused Her
d imrturo will not take place until after

Mrs Patrick ll will spend iho week
at the Harlem xra It will
lx her last in Now York for a
considerable time She is going to Australia
at time cIa of lien American lour She
will act In The Joy of Living The Second
Mrs Mngda and Aunt
Jennnle during time

This will H time biht of Mrs
I Moynpn vipit nt thin Garden Theatre In

Among Thow Irewnt In which sins por-
trays with moro or less ffliihfulnes A
NVw York society wonwn Miss Olga
Hinek nnd Onston shrine tho
of time with time star K S
Will mi IN coming 10 tIme Garden on Tues
die Pen I-

Pinoros Iris still affords Virginia
Horned nt tIme Criterion an opportunity to
l o ono of tho mo women In
tho town There nn two weeks more
of lien encasement before will
way to anti Tim Cavalier

Mrs I slie Carter MH brought amazing
prosperity to th during the first

Uko Du Hurry tinny at tho end of limo
lx followed on flee

3 by Blanche Bate In Mr BHawos new
drama Tho Dnrling of the

Martins Harvey holds tho boards Rt the
Herald Square for one week moro with

A MaVors Romanco andJl1 Hlrhn
will bring JulliiN w nr to theatre-
on Dec 1

Sherlock Holmes is about to vanish from
the life of this city In which for some time
ho played an Interesting part Mr

engagement at tho Knickerbocker
which will close next has
xin tho of great delight to a host

of Mr wllllxj followed
1X1 Knickerbocker N C Goodwin
and Elliott In the Altar of Frlond

This Circle Theatre at Broadway and
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Sixtieth street made over since It was last
in use will be opened on Wednesday night
M tho home of Herbert com

an organization of which Miss Bijou

son HowardH Aristocracy be
first offering re be a
bill weekly

Lovers of gorgeous spectacle find
their fancy pleased at
ire where has put on her
of The historical setting has

prepared with unwearying care and
Mrs her best and
talent to thus production

Fad and Folly Is the new name under
which the entertainment at Mrs Oeboms
Playhouse will bo known on and after

Till then it will he Tommy
Rot The changes which will be Introduced
with the will make of it a

different hhow Blanche Ring and
Harry Cotter will continue to hold time

centre of the stage

Are You a Mason a farce that Is full
of fun and ginger moves up to the new

End Theatre this week being played
by the original company

There are no dull moments these days at
Weber 4 Fleldns music hall with Twlrly

and Humming Birds and Onions
OH tIme bill The IH dis-

tributed and time now burlesque is Improv-
ing day as Wuborfields shows
ways do

Sally in Our Alloy which gave way
to The Sliver Slipper recently returns
to town tomorrow night for a throeweek

at the New York Its music and lu
brightness basic beers appreciated wherever
il lists gone

Anna Held and her companion beauties
have another week to remain at the Grand
Opera House In The Little Duchess
Tine has been revlvd and Improved
since last winter and Salmrct
introduced in a captivating dance

A Chinese honeymoon goes on In un
interrupted bliss at the Casino where
it promises to rival if not exceed the long
run which It had In London Thomas
Q Scabrooko Adele Ritchie and Katie
Barry are seen In it to rare advantage

Mabello Oilman and The Mocking Bird
remain at the Bijou The songs that seem
likely to be remembered from this newest
of comio are Sly Musette
I Inn and the Mouse the Matter
With the Moon Tonight

Miss Johnstone Bennett will join
Sliver Slipper company at the Broadway

tomorrow night taking Josie Sadlers
as Belle the Sam

Bernard now has a In this musical
comedy It U topical and Is called Id

There seems to be no limit to the popu
larity of The Night of tho Party In which
Weedon Orofwtnlth and hU English corn

are appearing nt the Theatre-
If oilier did not forbid It they
might easily stay thuro all winter

A Country Girl posses into tenth week
at Dalys tomorrow night At the Wed-
nesday night performance house

given over to an Immonso theatre
of Theta men who will be

convention

The bill changes at Iho American Theatre
tomorrow night to a dramatic story of
New York life called Kidnapped It is

ni ij ii
Bridge and the river below U

The Merry Windsor Is
Tor tide week nl time Murray Hill

Henry V Donnelly will IMS the
JMrfw Ford

Rose Stuart the Mitrt Page

There are usually no vacant places at
the Fourteenth Street Theatre where

Olcott Is the SUCCCM ofhis life in Old Limerick Town HU newsongs are encored again and again at every
performance

Time Ninety and Nino looks forward
confidently to a long stay nt the Academy
of Music Its most striking stage effect

One taste convinces
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